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Warrnambool Moyne & District Cricket Association
EXTREME WEATHER POLICY
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SUMMARY 
Cricket is a summer sport and as such it is inevitable that at times, matches will be scheduled for play during extreme weather and extreme heat conditions.  All captains, officials, team managers, coaches and umpires owe a duty of care to players and officials, and should take all reasonable steps to minimise foreseeable risks which may result in injury or ill-health.  Physical activity in a hot environment can lead to dehydration, heat exhaustion and heat stroke. 
POLICY 
EXTREME WEATHER
As per the WMDCA Playing Conditions, the Match Committee may consider a full or partial cancellation in advance and may seek guidance from the Bureau of Meteorology and/or selected medical and/or legal practitioners.  Any alteration to the playing schedule will result in all clubs being notified via email or text message, the WMDCA website and/or any other electronic mediums as deemed necessary. 
If the Match Committee's decision is "report to grounds", the officiating umpire(s) shall have the power to abandon or suspend play as the rules permit. 
EXTREME HEAT
WMDCA scheduled matches will be subjected to the attached flow chart for clarity of matches being cancelled or continuing as scheduled.  All references of temperature are to actual temperature, rather than apparent or “feels like” temperatures.   [image: https://lh5.ggpht.com/_Gktjz1Tpkqc2dk62vsyRhGncnh0Av4GRPVEVcvJCuNoRU09_3g7F7JTNqffyUMnvA=w300]
It shall be the responsibility of each Member Club to monitor on a half-hourly basis, current temperatures via the free smartphone weather app “Weatherzone”.  To determine the temperature select the town or location of the game and monitor accordingly.
		Weatherzone App logo
All players and officials should hydrate with water in the days leading up to matches on high forecast days, during the match, and also post-match to help avoid heat related illness.
All participants and officials should exercise caution and hydrate with water regularly, and comply with the WMDCA SunSmart Policy.
Any player experiencing dizziness, headaches, nausea, confusion, or an increased heart rate should immediately cease participation and rest; ideally in shade with a fan.  Players with medical conditions such as asthma, diabetes or heart conditions may be more susceptible to heat related illness.  
No person is forced by the WMDCA to participate in any match and Member Clubs shall place no pressure on any participant if he/she considers withdrawing from any part of a match for health reasons.
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WARRNAMBOOL MOYNE & DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
TEMPERATURES AFFECTING PLAY

	TIME
	JUNIOR TEMPERATURES
	SENIOR TEMPERATURES
	ACTION

	Start of Play
	am    < 27.9°C
pm    < 33.9°C
	< 37.9°C
	Commence Match

	
	am   28.0°C +
pm  34.0°C +
	38.0°C +
	Abandon Match

	During Play 
	34.0°C
	38.0°C
	Suspend Play

	Suspended Play
	32.0°C
	36.0°C
	Resume Play
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